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Assessment Categories Exemplary  (15) Acceptable  (10) Revise/resubmit  (7) Unacceptable  (4) 
Content/Purpose 

• Reason for choosing 
graduate program 
study 

• Commitment to 
teaching 

• Specific experiences 
used to discuss 
beliefs 

• Graduate Education 
Candidate 
Professional Teacher 
Dispositions 
addressed 

All content criteria are evident 
and show evidence of clear, 
well reasoned analysis and 
understanding and knowledge 
of the nature of teaching. 
Written statement includes 
effective use of personal 
experiences to discuss 
professional teacher 
dispositions. 

Most criteria are evident or 
some evidence of thoughtful 
analysis and understanding of 
teaching. Written statement 
includes some relevant 
examples based on 
personal experience to 
discuss professional teacher 
dispositions. 

Some criteria are evident or 
shows little thoughtful 
analysis and understanding 
of teaching. Written statement 
includes few relevant 
examples based on personal 
experience; does not 
generally use those 
examples to discuss 
professional teacher 
dispositions. 

Content is relevant but not 
comprehensive or well 
integrated. There is little 
evidence of thoughtful 
analysis or understanding of 
teaching. Written statement 
makes little connection to 
personal experience and/or 
professional teacher 
dispositions or those made 
are not relevant. 

 Exemplary  (5) Acceptable  (4) Revise/resubmit  (3) Unacceptable  (1) 
Expression/Voice Well focused written goal 

statement with evidence of 
thought in composition, 
phrasing and structure. 
Audience is clear and is 
effectively addressed. 

Written goal statement is 
focused and shows evidence 
of skill in writing. Audience is 
clear throughout. 

Written goal statement is not 
focused and shows minimal 
evidence of writing skills. 
Audience is generally clear. 

Written goal statement is 
poorly expressed with little 
attention to language and 
sentence structure. 

Organization Logical organization, using an 
appropriate format and written 
structure. Effective transition 
between ideas. 

Written goal statement is 
organized, using appropriate 
format and structure. 
Transitions between ideas are 
weak or inconsistent. 

Written goal statement is 
organized. Format is 
appropriate, but structure is 
weak with little evidence of 
transition between ideas. 

Written goal statement is 
disorganized; no evidence of 
a logical outline or transition 
attempts. 
 

Conventions Completely free from spelling, 
punctuation, and grammatical 
error. 

Written goal statement is 
mostly clear (has no more 
than 3 errors) in spelling, 
punctuation, and grammatical 
error. 

Written goal statement 
contains many error (more 
than 3) in spelling, 
punctuation, and grammatical 
which do not detract from 
reader’s understanding. 

Written goal statement 
contains numerous errors in 
spelling, punctuation, and 
grammatical errors which 
detract significantly from the 
reader’s understanding. 

Interpretation of Results: 
• A score of 30 - 22 is passing, recommend for admission; no categories in revise/resubmit 
• A score of 21 - 16, the written statement should be revised and resubmitted with all original work. Recommend Writing Center for assistance. 
• A score below 16 on the written statement is unacceptable and should be completely redone. Candidate should seek assistance from the Writing Center 

before resubmitting. 


